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crackled, and showered their last, the pic-
turesque-looking crowd dispersed, to enjoy
the natching, and other diversions to be
found in the houses of the richer portion of
the populace j and every one who could
afford to do so, illumined his dwelling with
a floating light in a little oil saucer, or with
English wax candles, if his means allowed
it.

Returning to camp, the temples we ob-
served were all brilliantly illuminated, the
glancing lights casting out, in bold relief,
the black stone Idols, which seemed more
than usually hideous, from the garlands
and red pigment with which they l^ad
been recently decoiated, in honour of the
festival. Before each idol, burned a little
chafing dish of frankincense, tended by an
officiating Brahmin, the only animated
object discernible, by the great blaze of
light which so glaringly revealed the mys-
teries of the Adytum.

The Mohammedans, in courtesy to the
Hindoos, had also observed the ceremony